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e27 Visual Diagnosis : 2-Month-Old Girl With Left Eye Swelling, Profuse Tearing M. O’Connor, M. King

e27. ABSTRACT. Visual Diagnosis: 2-Month-Old
Girl With Left Eye Swelling and Profuse Tearing.
Meghan Mary O’Connor, Marta Ania King. A 54-day-
old, former full-term, white girl presented to her primary
care physician’s office with a 5-week history of eye drainage,
a 2-day history of left eye erythema and swelling, and a 1-
day history of left eye bulging, fussiness, and decreased in-
terest in breastfeeding. When the infant was approximately
2 weeks old, the family noticed persistent and profuse left
eye tearing and slight swelling and fullness of the left side
of the infant’s nose. In addition, there had been intermittent
left eye mucoid discharge and eyelash matting. She was di-
agnosed as having nasolacrimal duct stenosis and managed
with warm compresses and nasolacrimal massage. This treat-
ment did not alleviate her symptoms.
Because of concern for systemic infection, the patient was

referred to the emergency department, where physical ex-
amination revealed an irritable but consolable infant with
a temperature of 100.8°F (38.2°C), heart rate of 176 beats

per minute, and respiratory rate of 48 breaths per minute.
The child was unable to open her left eyelid more than 2
to 3 mm. There was conjunctival chemosis and periorbital
soft tissue erythema and edema most pronounced over the
inferior medial portion of the nasolacrimal duct (see figure
from the article; below).
Laboratory investigation revealed a white blood cell count

of 12,100/mL, with 51% neutrophils and 38% lymphocytes;
a hemoglobin level of 11.1 g/dL; and a platelet count of
351 � 103/mL. The C-reactive protein level was elevated
at 3.3 mg/dL (reference range, 0.3-1 mg/dL). Cerebrospi-
nal fluid (CSF) studies revealed 1 white blood cell and 1 red
blood cell, a glucose level of 52 mg/dL, and a protein level
of 31 mg/dL. The results of Gram stains of blood, CSF,
and eye discharge were negative for organisms. A clinical di-
agnosis was made and confirmed by computed tomography
of the orbits with intravenous contrast enhancement. Pediat-
rics in Review. 2013;34:e27–e30. URL: pedsinreview.aappu-
blications.org/cgi/content/full/34/8/e27.
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